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Any swale, drainage ditch, or stormwater inlet is connected to natural waterways, not a treatment plant. 
If wastewater generated by pool dewatering enters the stormwater system, it will flow to natural waters 
such as the Cocohatchee River, Gordon River, Naples Bay, and the Gulf of Mexico. Consequently, only 
uncontaminated stormwater is allowed to enter the stormwater system. 

PROTECT OUR WATERWAYS
To protect the natural waterways, pollution is prohibited from entering the stormwater systems by Federal 
(Clean Water Act, Section 402(p)(6)0, state (Florida Administrative Code, Chapter 62-624), and local 
(Collier County Ordinance No. 2009-08) regulations.

Discharge of water drained from pools or groundwater (from dewatering during pool installation or repair) 
to any surface water or stormwater feature that does not meet water quality standards is illegal. Illegal 
discharges can cause an increase in sediment, metals, or other contaminants that negatively impact the 
water quality.  If discharge is unavoidable, then a permit is required that outlines the best management 
practices (BMP’s) that will be implemented. Illegal discharge can result in a stop work order on the site, 
fines, and expensive cleanups. 

REMEMBER THESE POLLUTION PREVENTION TIPS 
• Discharge to vegetated, stabilized areas within property boundaries to allow water to percolate 

naturally into the ground.

 ▪ Identify local stormwater structures and waterbodies to determine where the water flows so it can be 
diverted if necessary to prevent an offsite discharge. 

 ▪ If you must discharge offsite, apply for the proper permits well in advance. These permits may 
include, but are not limited to:

 ▫ Right of Way permit, issued by Collier County Growth Management

DEWATERING PROTOCOL

Illegal dewatering to the stormwater system Illegal dewatering to surface waters
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OPTION A: No Right-of-Way Permit Required. Let groundwater, surface water or dechlorinated 
pool water (total chlorine residual must be less than or equal to 0.01 mg/L and pH between 6.5 and 8.5 
standard units) percolate back into the ground. This process should not create any erosion or flooding 

issues. Pump flow should be adjusted accordingly to achieve this.

OPTION B: No Right-of-Way Permit Required. If Option A is not feasible, discharge of the 
water into the swale or roadway is permitted as follows: 

 ▪ Allow approximately 20 feet of grassy area between the discharging hose and the swale or roadway.  
If only clear water is entering the swale or roadway, and as long as the discharge is not creating any  
 erosion or flooding, no sediment and erosion control measures need to be installed.

OPTION C: Right-of-Way Permit Required. If Options A or B are not feasible, discharge of the 
water into the swale or roadway is permitted as follows:

 ▪ Obtain a Right-of-Way Permit (approximately $200- Please see the Right-of-Way Fee Schedule for   
 Right-of-Way permit fees).

 ▫ A Right-of-Way Permit application with a sediment and erosion control plan must be submitted 
before dewatering activities can begin. Once the permit is granted then discharge directly into 
the swale or roadway is permissible, as long as proper sediment and erosion control measures 
are installed to ensure that all sediment is contained on-site. All mobilized sediment must be 
properly remediated after dewatering is complete and the area must be returned to original 
conditions.  The Right of Way Permit and the sediment and erosion control plan must be kept 
on-site during work.

OPTION D: Industrial User Discharge Permit Required (IUDP). If Options A, B, and C 
are not feasible, discharge of ONLY dechlorinated pool water (does not apply to groundwater) to the 
sanitary sewer system is permitted as follows:

 ▪ Obtain an IUDP (approximately $500 plus the cost of required wastewater analysis).

 ▫ An IUDP application with analytical results must be submitted and approved, prior to discharge 
to the sanitary sewer system.  Contact the Department of Public Utilities Industrial Pretreatment 
Program at 239-252-6886 for the required IUDP application.

Please Contact Collier County Pollution Control with any questions.

Dewatering Guidelines for Collier County Maintained Roads


