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The ongoing mission of the Lakes Committee is to continue to upgrade the health and enhance the appearance of 
the community’s four lakes. 
 
 

Lakes Management Plan Finalized 
In preparation for the search for a new lakes management company, EarthTech Environmental was contracted to 
test and evaluate the lakes, prepare a long-term Lakes Management Plan, and draft a Request for Quotes (RFQ).  
 
The initial lakes assessment, Lakes Management Plan, and RFQ can be viewed on the Lakes Committee 
page at www.KingsLake.Today. The Lakes Management Plan lays out in detail the Lake Management 
Company’s responsibilities, including monthly and quarterly duties. The plan also has a section containing 
landscaping recommendations for homeowners and condo associations.  
 

Lakes Manager Hired 
Five companies submitted quotes for monthly maintenance. After careful consideration, based on references, 
interviews, and the competitive quote, the Lakes Committee recommended and the Board approved at the April 
Board meeting the of hiring Lake & Wetland Management as the new Lakes Manager. For background on Lake 
& Wetland Management, visit their website at www.lakeandwetland.com.  Lake & Wetland provides similar lake 
services to other communities in Southwest Florida including Marbella Lakes, Carlton Lakes, Twin Eagles, Forest 
Glen, and Naples Heritage. 

Littoral Planting Project 
Earlier this year winter spike rush intruding into King Lake was harvested and invasive torpedo grass along the 
shore was eradicated. The white stakes in King Lake are boundary markers. The new Lakes Manager is to keep the 
spike rush from growing beyond the stakes. The plan is to allow the spike rush to grow back to the shoreline and at 
the same time to reduce the extent of growth toward the center of the lakes; the white stakes should effectively 
move closer toward the shoreline. In areas where this is not possible, native littoral plants will be planted to cover 
the bare areas. Suitable littorals will be determined by test plots. 
 
The Lakes Committee has identified two sections along King Lake for test plots of native littoral plants in the area 
where the torpedo grass was removed. Thank you to Steeplechase and Bristol Square homeowners for supporting 
these test areas. Pending several factors, the tests areas might be expanded to two additional areas in different 
locations. The plots are anticipated to be planted by summer. 
 
Littoral refers to the shallow shelf of a lake where light is capable of reaching the bottom of the lake and growth 
can occur. Littoral plants help clean the water going into the lake by removing unwanted nutrients, nitrates and 
phosphates, returning dissolved oxygen to the water, stabilize the shoreline from erosion, and add to the aesthetics 
of the lake. For more information on littoral zones and native plants, see Collier County’s Lakes Evaluation Report 
on the Lakes Committee web page. 
 

Keep the Lakes Healthy 
• Do NOT use a fertilizer with phosphorus without a soil test showing a need. 
• Do NOT over irrigate and adjust irrigation heads to prevent overspraying on driveways, roads, and 

sidewalks. This will prevent pollution runoff going into the lakes. 
• Do not allow grass clippings or any other cuttings to enter the lakes or street storm gutters. 
• Do not feed the wildlife. 
• Wash vehicles on grass rather than the driveway to avoid pollution runoff going into the lakes. 
• Maintain a 10’ buffer zone along the lake. Eliminate fertilizer, pesticides and other chemicals. Do NOT 

mow the plants in the buffer zone. The buffer zone helps to cleanse water going into the lakes. 
• Pick up and properly dispose of pet waste. 
• Explore the Lakes Committee web page for additional information and resources.                

http://www.kingslake.today/
http://www.lakeandwetland.com/

