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What is a Hurricane?

A hurricane is a type of storm called a tropical cyclone, which forms

over tropical or subtropical waters. A tropical cyclone is a rotating low-

pressure weather system that has organized thunderstorms but no

fronts (a boundary separating two air masses of different densities).

Tropical cyclones with maximum sustained surface winds of less than

39 miles per hour (mph) are called tropical depressions. Those with

maximum sustained winds of 39 mph or higher are called tropical

storms. When a storm's maximum sustained winds reach 74 mph, it is

called a hurricane.
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http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php

Category 1: Sustained winds of 74-95 mph. Storm Surge 4-5 ft. 

Category 2: Sustained winds of 96-110 mph. Storm Surge 6-8 ft.

Category 3: Sustained winds of 111-129 mph. Storm Surge 9-12ft.
 
Category 4: Sustained winds of 130-156 mph. Storm Surge 13-18 ft.

Category 5: Sustained winds of 157+ mph. Storm Surge 18+ ft.

Hurricane Watch - A hurricane may strike your area within 24-48 hours.

Saffir-Simpson Scale Click Here for Details

https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/your-government/divisions-a-e/emergency-management
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/aboutsshws.php


•   Tropical Depression:

An organized system of clouds

and thunderstorms with a defined

surface circulation and maximum

sustained winds * of 38 mph

(33kt*) or less.

•  Tropical Storm :

An organized system of strong

thunderstorms with a defined

surface circulation and maximum

sustained winds of 39-73 mph

(34-36kt).

•   Hurricane :

An intense tropical weather

system of strong thunderstorms

with a well-defined surface

circulation and maximum

sustained winds of 74 mph (64 kt

or higher.

Preparation is Key DIGITAL TIP: 
Enter your address here for

your wind risk: 
 hazards.atcouncil.org

Storm Surge Considerations:

Make your plans early for your

response and decide whether you

stay or seek shelter. Be aware; if

you do not evacuate when

ordered you will be without Fire

rescue, law enforcement 

or emergency medical support

until the water subsides.

Be Prepared This Season

Residents are urged to develop a disaster preparedness plan before

an emergency strikes. Plan in advance where you will stay, how you

will get there and what supplies you will take.

When a hurricane or tropical storm

threatens SW Florida, our local

Emergency Management Agency

will activate and will be in constant

contact with the National Hurricane

Center & local National Weather 

Service Offices that closely monitor 

the developing situation. Keep your

eyes and ears tuned to the radio/TV.

 Make arrangements with friends or

relatives living in a non-evacuation area,

check into a hotel located inland, or, as a

last resort, use a public shelter (see

evacuation pickup sites under

EVACUATION).

1.

 Have a transportation plan for

emergencies.

2.

 Tell family or neighbors where you

would go to stay in case of an

emergency.

3.

 Don’t leave your pet(s) behind. Make

arrangements with a kennel or friend to

care for your pet(s). There are Hotels that

will accept pets with prior registration.

4.
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TROPICAL CLIMATE

•   Tropical Depression:

An organized system of

clouds and thunderstorms

with a defined surface

circulation and maximum

sustained winds * of 38

mph (33kt*) or less.

•  Tropical Storm :

An organized system of

strong thunderstorms with

a defined surface

circulation and maximum

sustained winds of 39-73

mph (34-36kt).

•   Hurricane :

An intense tropical

weather system of strong

thunderstorms with a well-

defined surface circulation

and maximum sustained

winds of 74 mph (64 kt) or

higher.

http://hazards.atcouncil.org/
https://floridarevenue.com/disasterprep/Pages/default.aspx


5. Fuel and transportation:
Keep your vehicles fueled and in good working
condition.
Identify alternative transportation options, such as
public transportation or carpooling, in case
evacuation becomes necessary.
Store extra fuel safely in approved containers.

6. Backup power and communication:
Consider purchasing a generator for backup
power, and ensure it is properly installed and
maintained. (If permitted)
Update your Association’s property manager with
accurate phone numbers, email addresses and
other addresses. 
Have extra batteries or portable power banks for
your electronic devices.
Charge all electronics and consider buying back up
batteries.

7. Maintain a list of important contact numbers,    
including emergency services, local authorities, and
neighbors.

Evacuation planning:
Stay updated on evacuation orders from local
authorities and be prepared to leave if necessary.
Plan your evacuation route in advance and share it
with family members or neighbors.
Pack essential items from your emergency supply
kit, including important documents and
medications, if you need to evacuate.
Assistance for vulnerable populations:
Check on elderly neighbors, individuals with
disabilities, and those who may require special
assistance during emergencies.
Ensure they have a support system or a designated
caregiver who can assist them during the
hurricane.

Preparation Continued
1.  Stay informed:

Monitor local weather updates from reliable
sources, such as the National Weather Service
or local news outlets.
Sign up for emergency alerts and warnings
provided by your county or city.

2. Create an emergency plan:
Develop a family or community emergency
plan that includes designated meeting points,
communication methods, and evacuation
routes.
Assign responsibilities to individuals or
groups, such as contacting elderly or
vulnerable neighbors.
Identify safe locations within your community,
such as community centers or shelters.

3. Prepare an emergency supply kit:
Stock up on essential items like non-perishable
food, water (at least one gallon per person per
day), medications, and baby supplies (if
applicable) to last for several days.
Include a first aid kit, flashlight, batteries,
portable radio, and a manual can opener.
Keep important documents, including
identification, insurance papers, and medical
records, in a waterproof and portable
container.
Consider filling up your bathtub as you may
not have running water after the storm. 
Set your refrigerator and freezer to the coldest
setting. 

4. Secure your property:
Reinforce windows and doors with storm
shutters where appropriate.
Secure or bring indoors any outdoor furniture,
decorations, or loose items that could become
projectiles in high winds.
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https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/


PLEASE NOTE:
Listen to local radio, television and visit 

https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-
operations/divisions/emergency-management/shelter-info for additional

shelter openings.  

COLLIER COUNTY
Emergency Operations Center
(239) 252-3600

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
American Red Cross (Local Chapter)                   
(239) 596-6868
Collier County Animal Services                             
(239) 252-7387
Collier County Emergency Hotline                        
211 or (239) 252-8444
Collier County Sheriff                                          
(239) 252-9300
Collier County Emergency Management              
(239) 252-3600
FEMA                                                               
(800) 621-3362
FPL
(800) 468-8243
LCEC
(800) 599-2356

If an evacuation order is given:
 Check local evacuation routes to
determine the best option for your
destination.

1.

 Clean out refrigerator and freezer of
perishables foods.

2.

 Turn off your main water supply.3.
 Turn off your main electrical breaker.4.
 Unplug all appliances.5.
 Store all valuables and “priceless”
items that   you cannot take with you
in a higher elevated location in your
home to mitigate possible flood
damage. 

6.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES
Collier County Emergency
Management Department

8075 Lely Cultural Parkway
Naples, FL 34113

www.collieremergencymanagement
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Click

Click

https://member.everbridge.net/453003085614923/login
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management/shelter-info
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management/shelter-info
https://collierbcc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=2299a87f637b422c95661c889ce6bdd6
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management?locale=en
https://collierbcc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/InformationLookup/index.html?appid=2299a87f637b422c95661c889ce6bdd6
https://member.everbridge.net/453003085614923/login


After the storm has passed:
Before you return to the property, look to your local authority to provide guidance
and instructions regarding when it is safe to return to your homes after a
hurricane. They closely monitor the situation and assess the post-hurricane
conditions, including infrastructure damage, power restoration, and potential
hazards in the area. It is important to follow the instructions and updates provided
through official channels such as emergency alerts, news outlets, and local
government websites. They will communicate information about evacuation orders,
road conditions, safety hazards, and when it is deemed safe for residents to
return.
Factors that authorities consider when determining the safety of re-entry include:

 Structural Safety: Authorities assess the structural integrity of buildings and
infrastructure in the affected areas to ensure they are safe for occupancy.
This evaluation may involve inspections by building officials, engineers, and
other experts.
 Utilities Restoration: Local authorities coordinate with utility companies to
restore power, water, and other essential services. The availability of utilities
is a crucial factor in determining when it is safe for residents to return.
 Clearing of Hazards: Authorities work to clear roadways, remove debris, and
address other hazards such as downed power lines, fallen trees, and
floodwaters. They want to ensure that residents can travel safely and avoid
potential dangers.
 Community Services: Authorities consider the availability of essential
community services such as medical facilities, emergency services, and
access to supplies and resources.

After a hurricane, it will become
necessary to separate your curb-side
trash. Debris from the clean-
up/recovery will be accepted by
priority.

As soon as roads are cleared, raw
garbage such as animal, fruit or
vegetable waste will be collected. 
The second priority will be normal
household garbage including food
waste.
The third priority is yard waste.
Place trees and branches in
smaller piles that can be easily
handled by collection personnel. 
Finally, the last priority will be
construction debris such as
lumber, roofing, concrete and
similar materials.
Your county may accept food waste
at the local waste management
facility. Contact the facility for
drop-off hours.
Do not block roads with trash. 

Storm Debris Removal Information
Charlotte: (941) 575-3600
Collier: (239) 252-2380
Unincorporated Lee: (239) 533-8000
DeSoto: (863) 993-4831
Glades: (863) 946-6020

What the storm leaves behind:
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https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/99865/637817256704100000
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/99865/637817256704100000


Atlantic Hurricane Tracking Chart

Make a Pet Plan

Make a Hurricane Family Plan

csr@swpropmgt.com

239-261-3440

www.swpropmgt.com

CONTACT US

1044 Castello Dr Suite 206, Naples, FL

Thank you for taking the time to read our
Hurricane Newsletter. We hope it has been
informative and will assist you during storm
preparations.

Good Luck & Be Safe!

Click on each link below:

Lee County Emergency Management

June - November 2024

Florida Special Needs Registry

Disaster preparation and recovery

Collier County Emergency Management

Florida Disaster Org

National Hurricane Center
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https://www.weather.gov/media/owlie/HurricaneTrackingMap11-14.pdf
https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/pets/
https://www.ready.gov/plan-form
https://www.swpropmgt.com/
https://www.leegov.com/publicsafety/emergencymanagement/hcportal
https://snr.flhealthresponse.com/
https://disaster.ifas.ufl.edu/
https://www.colliercountyfl.gov/government/county-manager-operations/divisions/emergency-management
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/

